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Legislation to protect state parks passes Senate; Sen. 
Garcia is co-sponsor 

 
LANSING—The state Senate passed legislation today that could strip the Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) of its authority to declare a state park as “surplus land” and 
place it up for sale, said Sen. Valde Garcia, R-Howell. 
 
The need for Senate Bill 971 became apparent last fall. In October it became public that 
the DNR planned to sell a number of state parks to generate revenue for the state and 
enhance the remaining parks. Currently, the DNR has sole authority to evaluate the worth 
of its land. If the DNR deems land as “surplus,” it has the power to make decisions 
regarding the sale or exchange of the land.  
 
With the passage of SB 971, the DNR would be required to gain approval from the 
Citizens Committee for Michigan State Parks before selling a portion of a park. The 
legislation prohibits a land sale that is greater than 15 percent of the park’s total land 
unless authorized by law. In addition to the committee’s approval, approval must come 
from the Senate Natural Resources & Environmental Affairs Committee; the House 
Natural Resources, Great Lakes, Land Use, and Environment Committee; and the 
Appropriations committees of both chambers. 
 
 “This legislation is a step in the right direction to protect our state parks,” said Garcia.  
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